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Supposedly "Green" Finland's unpro-

tected intact old growth forest land-

scapes, including 300 year old trees 

in Northern Forest Lapland, continue 

to be destroyed to make throw-away 

paper products.

Seattle, WA Finland's last unprotected 

intact old growth forest landscapes con-

tinue to be destroyed by the Finnish gov-

ernment and timber industry. Trees 

more than 300 years old are being in-

dustrially destroyed by the government's 

logging body Metsähallitus, ending up 

in timber giant Stora Enso's pulp wood 

piles. Less than 5% of Finnish forests 

have remained untouched by modern 

forestry.

Ecological Internet's Earth Action Net-

work is supporting Finnish NGO de-

mands that Northern Forest Lapland's 

natural treasures are fully protected. 

Some 1,630 people from 66 countries 

have sent 345,578 emails in a peaceful 

protest intended to put international 

pressure on the Finnish government and 

Stora Enso[1].

"There are too few large, connected and 

relatively intact terrestrial ecosystem 

habitats globally to sustain the Earth 

system," explains global forest protec-

tion expert Dr. Glen Barry. "Finland and 

the World's old-growth must be strictly 

protected and restored to sustain the 

Earth's biosphere and ecosystem pro-

cesses including climate, water and biod-

iversity upon which all life depends."

Regarding Stora Enso's response to the 

protest, Finnish forest policy observer 

Olli Manninen notes "Stora Enso admits 

buying wood from old growth and virgin 

forests and is committed to doing so in 

the future. And Metsähallitus definitely 

has further plans to log these areas, 

some being already marked for logging. 

It is deeply troubling that Stora Enso 

claims wood from Forest Lapland's old-

growth destruction fulfils the Forest 

Stewardship Council's (FSC) require-

ments."

Destruction of Finland's 

Ancient Forests

World Outraged by Finland's Continued Old Growth Logging

Finnish old-growth forest destruction 

today is totally unnecessary. Finland is 

a rich industrialized country with no eco-

nomic need to log the remains of its old-

growth forests. Low-productive old-

growth boreal forests located hundreds 

of kilometres north from the Polar 

Circle are being logged systematically 

and indiscriminately, yet provide less 

that 0.1% of the industry's wood supply.

This is the latest protest in Ecological 

Internet's global campaign to protect all 

remaining ancient primary and old 

growth forests, and promote regenera-

tion and restoration of secondary forests 

to late successional old-growth status. 

Increasing old forest cover globally is 

critical for achieving global ecological 

sustainability.
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[1]: TAKE ACTION: Support Finnish NGOs 

in Their Fight for Lapland's Ancient Forests: 

http://forests.org/shared/alerts/send.aspx?id

=finland_lapland_forests

Old-growth trees piled on the side of the forestry access road in Moukavaara, 

Salla, Lapland, Finland. January 2009.        more Info: forestinfo.fi/forestlapland




